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VOCABULARY SCOPE AND SEQUENCE
Below is a list of key vocabulary words that appear in the Phonics Launch texts. Glossary and 
Vocabulary Words are listed next to each title. Some of the words are defined within the text; these 
may be left as opportunities for students to use vocabulary strategies to define during reading.

Before: Consider introducing three to five of these or other words prior to reading using the  
following procedure: 

1. Provide a student-friendly definition.
2. Connect the word to something students already know.
3. Define how the word is used in the text.
4. �Have students turn to a partner and use the word in a sentence and/or give examples of  

the word.

When determining which words to introduce, consider students’ background knowledge,  
experiences, and oral vocabulary. 

During: Additionally, on Days 3 and 4, opportunities for review and further interaction with the 
vocabulary are embedded within the lesson.

After: Graphic organizers are provided to support students’ continued vocabulary development 
following the lessons. These may be used during centers or independent work time. You can 
download them from pioneervalleybooks.com/phonicslaunch-resources. 

LESSON TITLE GLOSSARY AND VOCABULARY WORDS

1 The Bike Thief pledge, hedge, clutched, grudge, snatched, sludge

2 Grandpa’s Magic Hat scarecrow, fiddle, scolded, thunderbolt, boldly, handkerchief, 
coincidence, scrambled

3 Sea Slugs creatures, shallow, reefs, poison, prey, predators, key, ideal

4 A Dog of His Own swayed, continued, notices, delayed, doubtful, regret, wailed, 
responsible

5 The Football Ballet graceful, eager, bleachers, gloomy, prepared, recital, jersey, 
whooping

6 Little Yin and  
the Moon low, roamed, gloomily, sliver, merrily, wept, joyously, entirely

7 A Shot at Glory toddlers, dribbled, coral, pro, scorching, weeping, cleats, 
wobbled, gloomy, deflect, force
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LESSON TITLE GLOSSARY AND VOCABULARY WORDS

8 What’s So Funny? humor, develop, caregivers, cue, confirm, intent, incorrectly, 
master, murky, ensuring, demonstration, surefire

9 Are You My Mother? costume, forage, marshes, pups, nudges, nurse, herd

10 Snowshoe Hare's 
Winter Home

vanished, signal, hibernate, lumber, flurries, lodge, sighted, 
delight, bounded

11 Holly Wakes Early snuggled, drifted, burrow, scampering, twirled, loveliest

12 Ned the Knock-Kneed 
Knight

knight, timid, quiver, quail, knock-kneed, deeds, banquet, page, 
boast, boar, noble, coward, stout-hearted

13 Three Wishes shawl, crouched, outgoing, stranded, gurgled, grant, scowled, 
huddled, sprawled, stew, hurled

14 Are You a Pack Rat? rodents, nocturnal, predator, bull, midden, fossil, extinct, 
reptiles, historians

15 Manners Matter faucet, sprawled, gnawed, gusto, rawhide, mannerly, launched, 
squinched, haunches

16 Plants in the Desert biomes, species, barren, canopy, adapted, arid, poisonous, dew, 
dormant, annual, irrigation

17 The Stolen Smell:  
A Peruvian Folktale

leather, panpipes, fond, wealthy, obtain, dismay, dread, prevail, 
clinking, cleverness

18 The Great Bayou 
Flying Race

bayou, hauling, bill, hunkered, bellowed, ploy, sagging, 
clamped, crook, pouch, murky, perch, swoop


